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PAPER 1:  Reading (20%) 
Time: 45 minutes 
 
Reading Part 1 
 
Read the text about Laura Dekker and answer the questions. Write a maximum of 5 
words for each answer. Write all your answers on the answer sheet. There is an 
example (0). 
 
Dutch girl, 16, becomes youngest sailor to circumnavigate globe single-handed  
 
Laura Dekker, 16 years old, has become the youngest person ever to sail around the world 
single-handed. She is from the Netherlands, but she says she may never return to the country 
because the authorities there tried to stop her trip. 
 
Laura arrived on the Caribbean island of St Maarten on her 38-foot boat, Guppy, and said she 
was sometimes not sure why she had decided to go on the voyage. She also described her 
battles with the Dutch authorities as a frightening and shocking experience and said she was 
discussing with her parents the possibility of moving abroad, probably to New Zealand. 
 
 When she sailed into harbour at the St Maarten Yacht Club, aged 16 years and 123 days, she 
was met by crowds of well-wishers. As she left the boat, she was accompanied by her mother, 
her father, her sister and her grandparents. 
 
“There were moments where I thought, ‘what am I doing out here?’ but I never wanted to 
stop,” she told reporters. She had experienced big waves and strong winds on the final 41-day 
part of her voyage, from Cape Town, South Africa. “It’s a dream, and I wanted to do it.” 
 
Courts in the Netherlands did not allow her to embark on the voyage when she was 14. She 
was put under the guardianship of Dutch protection agencies for the reason that she was too 
young to look after herself at sea. She finally won her battle with the courts in July 2010 and 
set sail from St Maarten on 20 January 2011. 
 
When Laura was born, her parents were living on a boat near the coast of New Zealand and 
she first sailed solo at six years old. Friends have described her as intelligent, independent and 
disciplined. She has said her dream of crossing the globe began at the age of ten. She 
celebrated her 16th birthday during the trip, after spending time with her father and friends in 
Darwin, Australia. 
 
The journey included stops in the Canary Islands, Panama, the Galápagos Islands, Tonga, Fiji, 
Bora Bora and Australia. She told how her boat was drenched by a whale in South Africa and a 
flying fish hit her on the head in the Caribbean. “I became good friends with my boat,” she 
said. “I learned a lot about myself.” 

The Guardian 2012 
 

(0) Who did Laura sail around the world with? She sailed alone. 
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1. What problems did Laura have with the Dutch authorities? 

2. Why did Laura go on the trip? 

3. Who met Laura at the end of her trip? 

4. What was the weather like on the last part of her journey? 

5. Where was Laura born? 

6. When did she first sail alone? 

7. What kind of a person is Laura? 

8. Where did she celebrate her 16th birthday? 

 8 

 
 
Reading Part 2 
Read the following text about Amelia Earhart and choose the best answer (a, b or c). 
Write your answers on the answer sheet. There is an example (0). 
 

Amelia Earhart (1897 – disappeared 1937)  

Amelia Earhart was one of America's first female pilots and the first woman to fly solo across 
the Atlantic Ocean. She set many other records, wrote best-selling books about her flying 
experiences and helped inspire others with her love of aviation.  

A 10-minute flight in December 1920 would change her life completely and Amelia 
immediately decided she wanted to learn to fly. Her teacher was Anita "Neta" Snook, a 
pioneer female aviator and in May 1923, Earhart became the 16th woman to receive a pilot's 
license. 

On 17th June 1928, Earhart became the first woman to cross the Atlantic Ocean by air. The 
plane took off from Newfoundland and landed in Wales twenty hours and forty minutes later. 
Although Amelia was only a passenger, the public didn’t care. Suddenly, she was famous.   

In the last years of the 1920’s, hundreds of record flights were made, but no woman had flown 
across the Atlantic Ocean alone. A wealthy American, Amy Guest, decided she would try to do 
it. However, her family opposed the idea, so she looked for another woman to take her place 
and Amelia Earhart was proposed. 

On 20th May 1932, Amelia took off from Newfoundland. Although weather conditions were 
difficult she finally landed 15 hours later in Ireland. She had become the first woman to fly solo 
non-stop across the Atlantic Ocean.  
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Amelia’s next challenge was to fly around the world, a distance of about 43,000 km. She knew 
the trip would be dangerous, so just before leaving; she gave a small American flag to her 
friend Jacqueline Cochran, another female pilot.  Amelia had carried the flag on all her major 
flights.   

On 1st June 1937, Amelia and her navigator, Fred Noonan, took off from Miami, Florida and 
headed south toward the equator. After stops in South America, Africa, the India and 
Southeast Asia, they arrived in New Guinea, on 29th June 1937 having completed about 35,000 
km of the journey. 

On 2nd July 1937 they left New Guinea. Their intended destination was Howland Island, 4,113 
km away. About 1,300 km into the flight, Amelia sent a message saying that fuel was getting 
low and that they could not find Howland Island. The radio signals got weaker and weaker. 
Then there was silence. 

Although American Navy ships and planes searched the area for fifteen days, they didn’t find 
anything. Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan were officially declared "lost at sea."  

Many theories emerged after the disappearance of Earhart and Noonan. The two most 
probable theories are that the plane ran out of fuel and Earhart and Noonan crashed into the 
sea, or that they managed to land on the Phoenix Islands, but later died. However, no 
verifiable evidence has been found.  

(0) Amelia Earhart is most famous for 

 a. writing books 
 b. being the first woman pilot 
 c. flying across the Atlantic alone 
 
 
1. When did Amelia Earhart decide she wanted to become a pilot? 

a. After reading a book about flying. 
b. When she was a young adult. 
c. After she met Anita Snook. 

 
2. Why did Amelia become famous in June 1928? 

a. Because she was the first woman to fly a plane across the Atlantic. 
b. Because she was the first woman to get her pilot’s licence. 
c. Because she was the first woman to cross the Atlantic ocean in an airplane. 

 
3. When did Amelia make her first solo flight across the Atlantic? 

a. 1920 
b. 1928 
c. 1932 
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4. Why didn’t Amy Guest try to fly around the world? 
a. Because she didn’t have enough money. 
b. Her parents didn’t let her. 
c. She was too frightened. 

 
5.  Amelia wanted to fly around the world. 

a. On her own. 
b. With Fred Noonan. 
c. Non-stop. 

 
6.  When did they lose contact with Amelia on her final flight?          

a.  As soon as they took off from New Guinea. 
b. Near Howland Island. 
c. After they had arrived at the Phoenix Islands. 

 
7.  What happened to Amelia Earhart and her navigator? 

a. They crashed into the sea near the Phoenix Islands. 
b. They landed on the Phoenix Islands but later died. 
c. Nobody knows for sure.       

 7 

 

Reading Part 3 
Read about the eight different places to live. Match sentences 1 – 10 with the texts 
(A – H). You can use the texts (A-H) more than once. You do not need to use one text. 
Write your answers on the answer sheet. There is an example (0). 
 
A.  
One place available in Gaston retirement 
flats. The flats are just east of the motorway 
in the west of the city. They are very quiet 
and secure. All flats have domestic services 
provided, and there is a doctor on call. No 
pets or smokers are allowed. There are 
spaces for visitors to park. 

B.  
Merrivale start-up homes. The homes are in 
the new City Merlin development with shops, 
a secondary school, and the north city 
campus of the city university. The modern 
two bedroom apartments are inexpensive, 
and also suitable for students who want to 
share rooms. On street parking only. No pets 
allowed. 
 

C.  
Luxury apartment available in the city centre 
for a single person, or a married couple. 
There is a maid for cooking and cleaning, 
security service, and parking in the basement. 
Minimum rent one year. 

D.  
This large bed-sit in the west of the city has a 
living area, bed space and a small bathroom 
and kitchenette. Near the shops, and on the 
direct bus line to the centre. Secure off-street 
parking for two-wheeled vehicles, reserved 
parking space for a car on the street. A great 
view of the city from the top floor, but sorry - 
no lift. 

E.  
A suburban development with everything 
from small homes to five-bedroom houses. 

F.  
Room in city centre. Person wanted to share 
a room in a student house. This is a small 
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Fifteen minutes to the city centre by the A4 
motorway from the south. The luxury homes 
have spacious parking with garage doors 
opened by remote control. Each house has a 
large garden. 

attic room, and has shared use of the 
bathroom and kitchen. Parking in shed for 
bicycles, and rent to be paid in cash every 
week. Please no smokers or pets. At present 
there are three guys and two girls, so another 
girl would be particularly welcome. 

G.  
This old house in the city centre is for a family 
or a single person but it needs some repairs. 
This property is perfectly located between 
the stock exchange and the Arthur Wilson 
secondary school, with the main shopping 
area just 200 meters away. 

H.  
This old age home has a place for a married 
couple. Cooking and cleaning are done by the 
home’s domestic staff, and there is a 24-hour 
medical and security service. Visitors are 
welcome, but pets are not allowed for health 
reasons. 

 
 
(0) Example: They would prefer a female to share the House F 
 
1 You must pay on a weekly basis.  
2 To live here you must be retired and a non-smoker  

3 You must be wealthy to be able to afford this  

4 You have to fix things to live here.  

5 The minimum stay is 12 months  

6 There is covered parking for bicycles  

7 This is cheap accommodation in a modern area of the city  

8 A retired couple would be suitable for this accommodation.  

9 It’s the furthest from the city centre  

10 Parking for visitors is available.  

 

 10 

  

 25 

 

 

 20% 
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PAPER 3:  Writing (20%) 
Time: 60 minutes 
 

You must answer both task 1 and task 2.  
 
Task 1 
 

You are going to London on a week’s holiday. You have never been to London before but you 
have an English friend who lives there and who wants to meet up with you.  
Write an email to your friend in London. In your email, you should: 

• say when you are coming to London 
• ask when and where you can meet up 
• suggest what you can see and do together 

 
Write 130 - 150 words in the appropriate style. 

 

 

Task 2  
 

You have seen this notice in an English-language online magazine called The Stage.  

Have you seen a really good film at the cinema recently? Write a review, giving us your 
opinion. If we print your review in our magazine, you will receive 2 free cinema tickets! 

In your review: 

• give a brief description of the plot  
• say which actors are in the film 
• explain what you liked best about the film 

 
 Write 150 – 180 words in the appropriate style. 
 
 
 
 
ID number:         
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PAPER 2:  Use of English (20%)  
Time: 35 minutes                                                 
 
Part 1 
For questions 1 – 15, read the sentences and choose the best answer (A, B or C). 
Write your answers on the separate answer sheet. An example (0) is given. 
 
(0). Are you interested ______football?  

A. of   B. about  C. in 
 

1. When you rang, I ………………..my English homework. 
A. did   B. was doing  C. have done 
 

2. I normally use my credit card to pay……………………..my plane tickets. 
A. -   B. to   C. for 
 

3.  Crossword puzzles… became popular in the 1930s, were invented in 1913. 
A. that   B. which  C. whose 
 

4.  The bank in the town centre was ……….. again last Friday! 
A. stolen   B. robbed  C. mugged 
 

5. I’ve only got a ………..money left, so we’ll have to be careful what we buy.  
A. few   B. little   C. some 
 

6.  I ………..apologise when I broke my friend’s new mobile phone. 
A. must   B. ought to  C. had to 
 

7. My sister can’t eat any kind of nuts because she’s allergic……………………them.  
A. to   B. against  C. of 
 

8. Paul asked ………..to go to dinner with him. 
A. me if do I want B. me if I wanted C. me that if I want  
 

9.  I wish I ………..’The Voice’ last night. I love that TV programme! 
A. hadn’t missed B. didn’t miss  C. wouldn’t have missed 
 

10.  He promised…………………….hard for his exams. 
A. studying  B. to study   C. that he study 
 

11.  …………………..on your jumper if you’re cold. 
A. Put   B. Take    C. Get 
 

12.  I don’t want to go running now. I’ve ……….. had dinner. 
A. already  B. just   C. yet 
 

13.  My sister is so ………..., she always cries when she watches a sad film. 
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A. sensitive  B. sensible   C. responsible 
 

14. There are lots of art galleries ………..London. 
A. at   B. into   C. in 
 

15. At one o’clock David cycled ……….. home for lunch. 
A. quickly  B. quick   C. quicker 

 

 

 15 

Part 2 
For questions 16 - 20, complete the second sentence with a minimum of one word 
and a maximum of three words so that it means the same as the first sentence. 
Contracted forms, e.g. isn’t, count as two words.  
 
Write the missing words in CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet. An 
example (0) is given. 
 
(0) I’m not sure who it is. Perhaps it’s his brother. 
I’m not sure who it is. It MIGHT BE his brother. 
 
16. Going to the opera is more expensive than going to the cinema. 
Going to the cinema isn’t …………………………………………………………going to the opera. 
 
17. Sarah started working at the sports centre two months ago. 
Sarah........................................................two months at the sports centre. 

18. A free documentary film is included in the exhibition. 
The exhibition ..................................................................... a free documentary film. 
 
19. I studied German last year but I gave it up because I didn’t have enough time. 
I used……………………………….……………………..but I gave it up because I didn’t have enough time. 
 
20.  Have you played hockey before? 
Is this the first time …………………………………………………………………………………………… hockey? 
 
 

 5 
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Part 3 
 
For questions 21 – 30, complete the text with ONE word in each gap. Write your 
answers in CAPITAL LETTERS on the separate answer sheet. An example (0) is given. 
 

That was Lucky! 

Last weekend (0) ……A……..……….. group of tourists (21)…………..……….. a lucky escape near 

Cheddar Gorge in (22)…………..……….. United Kingdom. Their car (23)…………..……….. hit by a 

small plane making (24)………………….. emergency landing. The pilot broke his arm. The tourists 

were not hurt but (25)…………..……….. car and the plane were damaged. The police (26) 

……………………… looking into the incident to (27) …………..……….. out why the plane had to make 

the emergency landing. It (28)…………………………..believed that it had engine trouble. A bird may 

have flown into the motor.   

The tourists are still in shock and are waiting for their car to be (29) …………..……….. so they may 

continue on their road trip. The pilot says this incident has not put him off flying and he hopes 

to be in the air again as (30) …………..……….. as possible. 

 10 

 

TOTAL  30 

 

 20% 
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ID number:          
            
PAPER 4:  Listening (20%) 
Time: 30 minutes 
                           
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
You will hear each recording twice. Write your answers on the question paper. You will have 
3 minutes at the end of the test to copy your answers onto the answer sheet. 

 

Listening 1: Listen to two people talking about a famous skyscraper in London.  
Read the questions and choose the correct answer (a, b or c). There is an example 
(0).  

The Shard 
 Example:  
(0) ‘The Shard’ skyscraper is: 
a. the highest building in the world. 
b. the tallest building in the European Union. 
c. more than 350 metres tall. 

 
 

1. The first skyscraper was built in 
a. the UK 
b. the USA 
c. Canada 
 

2. It’s called ‘The Shard’ because 
a. it looks like a big pair of glasses. 
b. it looks like a sharp broken piece of glass. 
c. it has got a fantastic view. 

 
3. The viewing platform is 

a. not open to the public. 
b. very cheap to visit. 
c. on the 72nd floor of the Shard. 

 
4. The first woman says 

a. she is very impressed by the Shard. 
b. she doesn’t really like it. 
c. she prefers the London Eye. 

 
5. The world’s tallest building is located in 

a. Malaysia. 
b. China. 
c. Dubai. 
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6. Why has the Shard only managed to rent out 20% of its office space? 

a. because of the current uncertain economic situation. 
b. because it’s a bad location for business. 
c. because there’s a risk of it falling down. 

 
7. The ‘Walkie-Talkie’ and the ‘Cheese-grater’ are the names of 

a. fast food restaurants 
b. buildings under construction 
c. factories 

 
8. The first ever skyscraper was built in Chicago in 

a. 1894 – 1895 
b. 1994 – 1995 
c. 1884 – 1885 

 
 

Listening 2: Studying Abroad 

Listen to Ed Flower, a university student, talk about his experience of studying abroad. Write 
a maximum of 5 words for each answer. There is an example (0).  
 

(0) What is Ed studying at university? English and French 

1. In which country did Ed do his year abroad? ______________________________________ 

2. Was studying a year abroad an obligatory part of his course? 

______________________________________________ 

3. What was he worried about before he went abroad? 

_______________________________________________ 

4. What job did he do on his year abroad? __________________________________________ 

5. How many people decided to go to Quebec? ______________________________________ 

6. What did Ed do his project on? ________________________________________________ 

7. How many words did he have to write for his research essay? ________________________ 

8. What did Ed think of Quebec? _________________________________________________ 

9. How much did Ed spend on medical tests? _______________________________________ 

8 
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Listening 3: The Race to the Antarctic 

Listen to this programme about the race to the South Pole and answer the questions below. 
Write a maximum of 5 words for each answer. There is an example (0).  

 

(0). The first person to reach the South Pole was a NORWEGIAN. 

 

1. Amundsen got to the South Pole and back in…………………………………………………………months. 

2. However, Captain Scott, even though he died, is much more……………………..than Amundsen. 

3. Captain Scott wrote a…………………………………………………………………… every day.   

4. There is also photographic…………………………………….. of Scott at the South Pole. 

5. From the nearest point of land it was……………………………………. kilometres to the South Pole. 

6. Amundsen arrived at the South Pole…………………..……………………..month(s) before Scott.  

7. Amundsen was successful because he was very well………………………………………..  

8. On the journey back Amundsen killed and ate………………………………………………………. 

9. Scott wasn’t as ………………………………….…………………in polar exploration as Amundsen. 

10. Scott had woollen………………………………………. whereas Amundsen wore Eskimo sealskins. 

 

  

    

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27
 

9 

10 

20
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PAPER 5:  Speaking (20%) 
Time: 15 minutes (in pairs) *20 minutes (in a group of 3) 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Part 1: Personal introduction (individual). 

Tell the examiner a little about yourself. (Talk about your family / work / studies / hobbies / 
lifestyle…etc. approx. 1 min.) 

The examiner will ask you to spell something. 

 

Part 2: Candidates are given 1 photo each to describe and talk about. Each candidate is then 
asked a question about the other candidate’s photos (individual). 2 minutes per candidate. 4 - 
6* minutes in total.  

Student A  

Here is your photo it shows people doing sport. Please tell us what you can see. 

 

Follow up question for student B: How often do you go swimming? 
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Student B  
Here is your photo it also shows people doing sport. Please tell us what you can see. 

 

 
Follow up question for student A: Do you enjoy team sports? Why / why not? 
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Part 3: Candidates are given a diagram /photos and are presented with a situation to discuss 
together. 4 – 5* minutes in total. 

Situation; 

You want to go away for the weekend with your friends but you have very little money. Talk 
together about where you can go and which will be the best place and why. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Part 4: Candidates are then asked 1 – 3 questions related to the topic they discussed in part 
three. 2 – 3* minutes in total. * Group of 3 candidates 

Example questions; 
Do you enjoy travelling?  
Tell us about your best / worst journey? 
How often do you use public transport? 
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